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Rural issues and structure of agricultural cooperatives
— Hollowing of people and villages —

Osaka University
Hiroshi Taniguchi

Abstract sustainability of Japan's economy and society.
Rather than worrying about the preservation Agricultural cooperatives, which are based on
of agricultural cooperative organizations, the rural areas but are not legally targeted at rural
current state of cooperatives and the enormous areas, still exist as cooperatives today because
population decline and disappearance of rural they have built local communities through daily
villages that are affecting their sources are not life activities.
discussed as serious agriculture and population In this paper, we view these rural issues as
issues in Japan, if the hollowing out of villages, or challenges for agricultural cooperatives, consider
the weakening of village functions, becomes more the development of agricultural cooperative
serious in the near future, it will be extremely theory for the sustainable growth of agricultural
difficult to maintain agriculture and rural areas cooperatives, and propose the ideal form of
sustainably. If the food self-sufficiency rate agricultural cooperatives.
declines further due to abandonment of farmland,
this will not only be a problem for the survival Keyword: Sustainable reform. Population decline.
of agricultural cooperatives, but could also cause Village disappearance. Agricultural
serious problems that will call into question the cooperative.
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