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Research on the actual state of new utilization of old folk houses as a

countermeasure against vacant houses

— Eastern region of Shimane Prefecture as an example —
Hosei Graduate School of Regional Policy Design, Graduate Student

Abstract

This study was focused on exploring the actual
situation of old folk houses and finding a new way
of utilizing them in the eastern region of Shimane
Prefecture, which has the highest share of old
folk houses in Japan, because to put old houses to
new use is a measure to prevent the number of
vacant houses from increasing and to lead to the
development of the area.

The research procedure was to conduct a
questionnaire survey and an interview survey
targeting business operators involved in the new
utilization, and to have informative discussions
based on the findings obtained from the survey,
literature research, and fieldwork.

Hosei Graduate School of Regional Policy Design, Prof.

show business operators’ ingenuity, the so called
“creative utilization”.

utilization of old folk houses in the region.
in the region, there are several issues, such as
matching business applicants and owners of old

folk houses.

Keyword: Vacant house measures, old folk houses,

Kyoko Koizumi
Hajime Kamiyama

This research revealed the following:
(1) The new utilization of old folk houses can
(2) There are four types of locations for new

(3) In order to promote creative utilization

utilization, business operators, Shimane
Prefecture
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