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Analysis of Environmental Policy for Reducing Marine Plastic Waste in

China

— Focusing on ‘Opinion on Further Strengthening the Control of Plastic Pollution’ —

Abstract

While plastic production and consumption
provide convenience to people, excessive
mismanaged plastic waste plastic waste flows
into the ocean, causing concerns about human and
marine ecosystems. This study analyzes recent
Chinese policies addressing marine plastic waste,
a pressing concern due to China’s substantial
plastic production, consumption, and importation
of waste plastics from developed countries.

China has enacted environmental regulations
over the past two decades to tackle plastic
pollution. However, policy deficiencies, the rise of

—25—

Fukuoka Women’s University
Hui Fang

emerging industries and unclear responsibilities
have hindered the expected outcomes. This study
analyzes policies related to plastic waste reduction
in China, focuses on the 2020 “Opinion on Further
Strengthening the Control of Plastic Pollution”.
From the perspective of the implementation
strategies, achievements, and legislative

’

characteristics, it clarifies the “Opinion’s” stage
targets, regional effectiveness, and the positioning
in the legislative system. The “Opinions” establish
targets and measures in three phases (2020-2025)
covering the entire lifecycle and various stages

of plastic production, sale, use, recycling, and
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disposal. Certain Chinese provinces have reported
reductions in plastic bag production and usage.
Compared to previous policies, it has been
clarified that the “opinion” is responsible for
the Ministry of Ecology and Environment but
clarify the authority and responsibility among
the executive departments and strengthen the
management function are still required. In

conclusion, the shortages of the current legislation
and the strengthening of environmental policy for
the reducing marine plastic waste in China are
discussed..

Keyword: marine plastic waste, China’s
environmental policy, plastic waste
reduction measures
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