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A Study on Relationship between Local Governments’ ICT
Implementation Plans for Achieving SDGs and Regional Development
—DBased on semi-structured interviews conducted to the stakeholders of the SDGs

Abstract

The purpose of this paper is to consider the
relationship between the local governments’
ICT implementation plans and their regional
development, through case studies in Japan
regarding their efforts to achieve the SDGs.

As the targets for the case study, I have
selected four local governments that are included
in the Japanese government’'s project, titled
“SDGs Future Cities”, which indicated the ICT
implementation concept. To collect the data
for the case study I conducted semi-structured
interviews to the officials of each target’s local
government between October and November in
2020 and analyzed the collected data using the
open coding method.

This paper revealed the following three points:
1) importance of the executive leadership in a
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local government; 2) the objectives of the regional
development through ICT implementation are the
development of local industries and the sustainable
development of the local infrastructure; and 3) the
advantages of obtaining the national government
aids on the local development. In addition, it
is confirmed that under certain conditions, the
relationship between local governments’ ICT
implementation plans for achieving SDGs and their
regional development can be expected positive in
terms of “heightened awareness of the common
goals among local citizens”, “creation of new
businesses and new investments” and “appropriate
implementation of plans”.

This paper illustrates a case study on some local
governments in Japan, and further studies will
be needed for drawing up a more generalizable
conclusion.
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