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Earthquake

International College of Arts and Sciences, Fukuoka Women’s University

Abstract

Fishers-based forest conservation initiatives
have been implemented since the late 1980s. The
initiatives are based on voluntary actions so that
the way how to sustain them is an important
challenge. However, no study has shown how
the initiatives have been sustained particularly
in the face of the Great East Japan Earthquake
which threatened fisheries production. With the
recognition, this paper presents case studies on
three prefectures (Iwate, Miyagi and Fukushima)
by applying an adaptive cycle model, to identify
factors leading to resilience of the initiatives
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against disasters.

Findings revealed that exploitation phase
was inspired by a pioneer movement “The Sea
is Longing for the Forest”. Accordingly, the
movement has been expanded to other areas,
amounting to 185 activities by 2010 (conservation
phase). Due to the earthquake, however, 4 hosting
organizations were forced to cancel or suspend
the activities (release stage). Despite the event,
several ones made elaborations on sustaining or
resuming the activities (reorganization phase).

According to 5 specific cases which sustained
or resumed them, the study found that the
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volunteers engaged in forest conservation with
their wishes of reconstruction. Besides, factors
leading to disaster resilience of the initiatives
included shared value of the forest-river-ocean
nexus among the stakeholders and value-added
forest conservation combining education or
community reactivation before the earthquake
occurred. Furthermore, attempts to build new
networks to promote the initiatives including
collaborative partnership between consumers and

producers were found after it. Elaborations linking
fishers to other stakeholders both before and
after the earthquake are expected to play roles in
forming a high level of disaster resilience in the
initiatives.

Keyword: Fishers-based forest conservation
initiatives, resilience, adaptive
cycle model, the Great East Japan
Earthquake
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