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Case Study of Community-based Lifelong Learning Universities :
Case Study of SHIBUYA UNIVERSITY NETWORK

Abstract

Recently, community-based lifelong learning
universities have been established and managed to
utilize various hidden resources in local communities
for educational purposes and to develop and provide
learning programs. SHIBUYA UNIVERSITY
NETWORK, which conducts lifelong learning
activities using the whole town of Shibuya, Tokyo, as
the campus, is a representative example. This paper
selects this SHIBUYA UNIVERSITY NETWORK
as the subject to introduce its concept and efforts
as well as examine how their activities are different
from the conventional social educational projects by
local administrative governments.

The existing social educational projects are often
criticized as not effective places of learning for
working people. Meanwhile, SHIBUY A UNIVERSITY
NETWORK functions well as a place of learning for
corporate workers since they occupy 59% of the total
participants. SHIBUYA UNIVERSITY NETWORK

Hosei Graduate School of Regional Policy Design
Hiromichi Saito

plans and provides learning programs suitable for the
needs of company employees and executives so that
in most of the courses, the enrollment is immediately
filled soon after the announcement and a lottery is
used to determine the participants due to excessive
applicants. This paper also studied what kind of
characteristics the learning programs of this highly
popular educational system has in its curriculum
principles, from the standpoint of the learning theory.

Lastly, the paper discussed challenges in the
lifelong learning support that the regional government
should provide from the aspect of networking type
administration, in order to encourage efforts like
SHIBUYA UNIVERSITY NETWORK.

Keyword: lifelong learning, community-based
lifelong learning universities, SHIBUY A
UNIVERSITY NETWORK, social
education, networking type administration
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