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Possibility of Preserving alleyways as part of the Landscape
—A case study of cobblestone alleyways in Kagurazaka

Abstract

Based on the subject of the preservation
movement of the Kagurazaka cobblestone
alleyways in this thesis, discussions on the
protection attempts through the landscapes’
evaluation as a shared asset took place. First, the
public nature of the landscape was considered and
then the problems arising from cost burdens and
safety concerns involved in the preservation were
discussed. Upon analysis, the following four points
have become clear:
(1) In regard to the preservation of the
cobblestone alleyways, the widening of the
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alleyways was becoming a problem based on the
Building Standard Act. In the case of a cobblestone
alleyway such as Kagurazaka, based on the
widening, the cost of maintaining the landscape
increases. Furthermore, it is difficult to deny the
necessity for the widening because it is being
conducted for the purpose of disaster prevention.

(2) In the event of the widening of the cobblestone
alleyways, instead of the same cobblestones, there
are times when materials other than stones are
used. Although the use of concrete for the widening
of an alleyway would destroy the landscape,
widening through the use of tiles and brick-styled
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stones gave the area a united feeling.
(3) There were problems involving cost burdens
in the event of the widening of the alleyway for
the purpose of preservation of the cobblestone
alleyway. Although many people can enjoy
the benefits of the alleyways, the maintenance
costs would be individual. The importance of
the cobblestone alleyways to the local people is
understood, but in order to make the preservation
a reality the financial cost was a major impediment.
(4) If the residents who were widening the
alleyways were operating restaurants, the
preservation of such cobblestone alleyways
would be linked to profits for the establishments;
therefore, they were positive in regard to the
preservation of the landscape.

Furthermore in this thesis, support for the
landscape preservation was discussed through

the analysis touched upon above. First, it was
noted that for the purpose of the widening of the
alleyways, the establishment of a financial subsidy
like an incentive design would be necessary.
Second, voluntary expressive activities would be
necessary for the purpose of showing the shared
value of the hidden landscape. The consciousness
decreases especially for people in conventional
homes where there is no necessity to attract
customers with the preservation of a landscape like
a restaurant. Therefore, it is important to carry
out more expressive activities around conventional
homes.

Keyword: Landscape, Collective identity, City
Planning, Management of Common Goods,
Collective action
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