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Contents tourism and the current state

Abstract

Tourism based around comics and animation is
growing, often with the enthusiastic backing of local
authorities and commerce. Fans are interested in the
content of the works, and visit their original production
site in what is referred to as “pilgrimages to sacred
places.” While this is nothing new, the importance of
this

regional regeneration.

“content tourism” extends beyond sightseeing to

A survey on regional promotion by producing and
exploiting video and other content undertaken by the
Ministry of Land, Infrastructure and Transport Policy
Bureau, the Ministry of Economy, Trade and Industry
Commerce and Information Policy Bureau, and the
Agency for Cultural Affairs Cultural Affairs Department
in 2005 noted that

to add stories and themes via content as part of the

“The basis of content tourism is

atmosphere and image distinctive to a region, and to

use these stories and themes as tourist resources.”

Hosei University
Toshiyuki Masubuchi
Content tourism seems to have become a form of
cultural tourism played out against a backdrop of lively
debate over the relationship between culture and the
economy in recent years. Unfortunately, Japan has set
out resolutely on the economic path, and culture has
received quite different treatment. At last, however we
are seeing some demand for harmonization.
Understanding this, the Japan Tourist Association
and others are repositioning new forms of tourism
including industrial, eco—, and flower, and as tourists
gather at original locations and production sites, local
authorities have taken to advertising locations through
videos. After releasing the video, they consider how
to effectively convey the information far and wide as a

tourist resource.

Keyword: Content, sightseeing, pilgrimages to sacred
places, regional promotion, industrial

promotion
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