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The new paradigm of the regional policy of Japan

Abstract

The regional policy of Japan is now under the process of the
paradigm shift. The following five are its main direction.

Firstly, who should be the main player of the regional policy?
In thd old paradigm, the central government and the enterprises
were the main players. Under the new paradigm, the local
government will become a center player and the various players
such as the enterprises, the university, NPO, and the citizens will
participate in the future.

Secondly, what is the main target of the regional policy? In
the old paradigm, they are promoting decentralization and
suppressing concentration. Under the new paradigm, selective
concentration will be required, and various places will make the
best use of their regional resources aiming at a unique direction
in the future.

Thirdly, what type of region is the target of regional policy?

In the old paradigm, the region that lags behind was the main

Hosei University

Takao Komine

target. Under the new paradigm, the regional policy will aim at
both promoting developing area and taking intensive care of the
lagging area.

Fourthly, what type of policy is implemented? In the old
paradigm, a hard type of policy such as public investment is
mainly implemented. Under the new paradigm, the soft type
of policy such as promoting social intellectual resources will
become effective.

In addition, the regional policy of Japan will be faced to a
difficult problem of population onus (rise of the dependent
population ratio). This population onus phenomenon will have
the negative impact especially on rural area. It is necessary to
create the employment opportunities and to prevent the outflow

of regional population.

Keywords: income inequality between regions, concentration
and decentralization, social capital, population

onus, social movement of regional population
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