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Possibility of Community Media Development Using Oral History
: A Practical Exercise in which University Students Created a Local Paper

Faculty of Lifelong Learning and Career Studies, Hosei University

Abstract

We examined community development in
association with young people’s learning by
running a practical exercise in which university
students compiled and sold a local town paper. In
the Kagurazaka area of Tokyo where the exercise
was conducted, we observed that the students’
local paper had its own role, just like the other
papers. The students also had to take on the extra
burden of sales, which were part of the exercise,
but this helped them to build commitment to
the community. Moreover, their involvement in

Osamu Umezaki

Kawasaki Chamber of Commerce and Industry
Ken Sato

DIVA CORPORATION

Ryuta Kakehi

the community as editors or reporters for the
local paper had certain educational benefits: the
experience facilitated the development of deep
insight through listening to strangers and trained
the students to fulfill the multiple roles expected
by the community. Lastly, the process of deep
involvement with the community gave rise to an
emotional attachment to the community.

Keyword: Local media, Town magazine,
Community Planning, Oral history
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