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Potentials and Historical Development of Fishers-Based Forest Plantation

for Forest Conservation in Japan

Abstract

There are growing concerns about weakening
the roles of forests to act as multiple public
functions, requiring proper forest conservation in
Japan. On this account, this article delineates an
evolutionary perspective of fishers-based forest
plantation. It aims to explore a possibility of taking
the responsibility for forest conservation by the
fishers, in a case of Lake Saroma, Japan.

Tracing back the history, the initiation of fishers-
based forest plantation was tied to the acquisition
of forest land titles. As the years passed, however,
the purpose of forest land acquisition has shifted
from economic to environmental incentive as a
result of a decline in public functions that forests
perform. Apart from the conventional plantation
activities in their own lands, the fishers participate
in tree planting ceremonies and collaborate with
relevant stakeholders in various ways.

Such activities have been growing at the
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national level, but the fishers tend to face with
difficulties in coping with such constraints as
shortage of budget, maintenance of planted trees,
securing lands for plantation, and manpower
constraints. Under the circumstances, the case
study revealed that building collaborative
partnerships among relevant stakeholders
which take full advantage of their resources are
required, in an effort to restore the ecological link
between forests and fish productivity. In addition,
innovative efforts on encouraging fishers' sense of
fulfillment in the activities as well as developing
better scientific understandings of these effects
are called for forest conservation, given the effects
from forest plantation which is dominated by an
essential quality of uncertainty.

Keyword: Fishers-based forest plantation, Public
functions of forests, Forest commons,
Fish-breeding forests, Lake Saroma
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